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method of putting his thoughts from pencil 
to paper is an encouraging example worth 
following by successors.
 Historically war remains a part of hu
man interaction and there are few if any 
signs that a change to the better is on its 
way. On the contrary, war seems to contin
ue as a component of human perception. 
Therefore it could be argued that studying 
war is a necessity in order to understand 
why the phenomenon remains a fixture in 
the interaction between human beings and 
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militaries as well as politicians and 
scholars need continuously updates on the 
rational of maintaining as well as the char
acteristics, usefulness and limitations  of 
the utmost repressive instrument of the na
tion. Having stated this obvious truth, Why 
War? Why an Army?, although focusing on 
the land war-fighting component, offers its 
readers essential knowledge about the mili
tary instrument, on war and warfare.
 This book originates from the authors at
tempt to capture his thoughts on warfare 
after graduating from the U.S. Army Com
mand and General Staff College’s School of 
Advanced Military Studies back in 1989. 
Although the origins of the text dates from 
a period more than 20 years back, the au
thor manages to solidify his thoughts, un
derstanding and beliefs concerning war and 
the use of military forces in general, with a 
focus on factors that can be characterized 
as timeless. At general staff courses officers 
study war and the use of military force more 
intense than in any other time during a mili
tary career and therefore Colonel House’s 
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author devides into physical, cognitive and 
moral. The discussion seeks to explain the 
interaction between people and military 
forces within a framework that describes 
how war effects them The physical nature 
is about the environment in which a war 
occur while the cognitive nature explains 
the mental functions of leadership and re
sources used and finally the moral nature 
explores war’s impact on people/ the soldier 
who wage it. 
 This discussion of war then lays the foun
dation for an understanding of change as 
a process and as an essential component 
of military affairs. Though to the fact that 
militaries must change to cope with an ever 
ongoing changing security environment and 
bearing in mind the authors background in 
the U.S. Army, there are parts of the book 
that may be characterized as U S centric, but 
these parts are for sure worth reading refer
ring to American influences not at least on 
the transformation of European forces. 
 A certain strength with the book is its 
emphasise on people. Regardless changes in 
technology, organisational and operational 
concepts and threats, people remains as the 
absolute constant and the crucial element in 
war. Any study of war needs to involve the 
human dimension and we have to remind 
ourselves of the fact that the political pro
cess always involves people   
 Why War? Why an Army? helps its read
ers to reflect about why nations require as 
well as use military power. In other words 
reading the book helps officers to under
stand the serious aspect behind wearing 
the uniform as well as gives politicians and 
scholars useful knowledge about the mili
tary instrument. 
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how best to prepare for dealing with it. 
 The book discusses war from many as
pects. It provides a useful overview, more as 
a primer for the study of war. The authors 
explanation of war’s purpose, meaning and 
characteristics is not intended  to bogging 
down to American doctrinal terminology. 
Although old and new U S doctrinal terms 
mix within the text, the purpose of the book 
is to emphasise thinking about war as a phe
nomenon. 
 As stated initially, the text is armycentric 
which could be motivated by the fact that 
mankind lives and work on land where also 
the production resources are located. This is 
not an intention to ignore the other services, 
bearing in mind that armed conflicts are 
multiservice  by characteristic, but more to 
emphasise that the outcome  of conflicts, re
gardless of separate outcomes of operations 
on the sea and in the air – at the end of the 
day it is the outcome of operations on land 
that matters most. Simply because war is di
rected by nations or non state actors that 
exists on land and because people reside 
there. 
 War is always a struggle for power, weth
er it is undertaken to impose one’s will on 
another nation, a group, waged in order to 
gain other advantages, or resist such imposi
tion from outside actors. Being able to enter 
a discussion about war and warfare there is 
a certain need of a reasonable understand
ing of how to define war as well as the dif
ferent types of war. The text provides a sum
mary of many definitions and characteristics 
of different types of war, but certainly not 
for every one of them. To which could be 
added the question of who does provide the 
ultimate definitions of the complex subject 
mentioned as war as well as its different 
types? In the mind of the reviewer, the sim
ple and blunt answer is – none.   
 War’s nature is a key subject which the 


